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went to Batavia, N. Y., on September 22d to tell Mr.
Perkins why these men are opposed to him for the above
appointment. Mr. Perkins objected to a speech on the
Fair Grounds on the basis that it would not get proper
publicity and asked why the farmers did not state their
objections in the press, as he had stated his position. Mr.,
Fraser answered that Mr. Perkins was able to purchase

space in the press, but that farmers had no money for such
purpose, His reply was that he would pay for the insertion
of their objections in the morning and evening papers of
this State if the farmers would come out with their objec-
tions. Mr. Fraser accepted the proposition, and hopes that
in the future when Mr. Perkins is supporting a proposition
to which the Farmers' organizations object, he will furnish
them the same space he uses, which will free him in a
measure from one of the objections the farmers now
have to him, viz,: that owing to his wealth, he is able
to use the public press to influence public opinion
for the furtherance of his own ideas and interests, A
Particulnrly objectionable position for a public uf-
icial to be in,

Mr. Perkins was one of the first to lavishly advertise
political news in the press, adopting a poliey which one
newspaper man told me “had put millions into the pock-
ets of newspmper men, and naturally we feel kindly toward
him.” Mr. Perking has an influence with the press unob-
tainable in any other way, and the farmer instinctively asks
“Why doeshe do it? What inlw:lninq it for? laitaltruism
or husiness? Why does he want to be 'resident of this Com-
mission? Why should the Governor insist on sending in
his name, after the Senate has turned it down by a
vote of 25 to 18, when the bill reads that the com-
mission is to be appointed by the Governor, ‘with
the advice and consent of the Senate’?”

THE PERKINS METHOD OF CONTROL.

Mr. Perkins advocates the Prussian method of
control of the industries of this country, and through
the industries the mode of living of the people, thus threat-
ening the future of democracy itself,

The appointment of a man of these tendencies is
not in the interest of the people or democracy,

Last February, in Ithaca, during Farmers' week, and
again at Batavia, last week, Mr. Perkins stated that he
believed that the Prussinn method of efficiency and con-
trol would have to be used in this country to meet the
competition from Europe Prusglanism means that you
and 1 would be as P'Il;.'nl‘(i Lo “‘nl‘k, and our |'uml, our wm']-\,
our labor, our liberty, everything we have to live for,
would be regulated by law.  Mr. Perking believes that

he has the knowledge to do some of the reguluting, atl
least so far ax our food supply is concerned.

We differ, and, speaking for the mass of the people
of the state, we believe that our democracy is capable
of solving these problems in & democratic way, and we
se¢ no need to import some of the Kaiser's discarded or
s00n to be discarded ideas and try them on the American

We oppose the confirmation of Mr. Perkins not
because he is rich, but because we do not believe in
supporting for public office, and ea“cciully for this
nlfi)ce. men who have amassed wealth in the way he
has secured his. )

Mr. Perkina is dm-plﬁ concernad about the poor people, What
did he do to sllevinte their condition when hs wus In eontrol of
the Harvester Trust? Did he aid the poor? Senator Wagner
stated in Albany: “As Chairman of the State Fuctory Investi-
ating Commission, we Investignted the D. M. Osborne plant at
iuhurn and 1 had an np]mrtumt{ to see what Mr. Perking's real
Interest in the masses of the people was when he wus accumulnt-
ing the fortune which he is now so lavishly expending, and 1 am
one of those who will never stand in public office for one who has
accumitlated o tremendous fortune by saerificing humanity and
by crushing the life blood out of the lsboring people of our
country . . . we found in that factory the most uncivilized and
disgraceful conditions thut we had seen in any factory in the state
.+ . the henviest kind of machinery was used . . . und women
did the entire work."
“Not & man was employed. Women had one shift of twelve
hours per day und anotber shift of twelve hours [:|n-r night.

"Fhow women , . , forthe fultry soven or elght dollars s week
were sacrificing thelr life's blood for the benefit of the gentieman
who nowlll:j lavishly expends them to get f{irst mortgages on pub-
lie officinls,”

After amassing wealth in this way Mr, Perkins
thinks he is particularly qualified to act as President
of a Commission which is to regulate and control the
food supply and other necessities of life of the masses
of the people and we say here,as we have said before,
his record is such we could not conscientiously act
otherwise than to oppose his confirmation.

MR. PERKINS'S USE OF MONEY.

Mr. Perkins is using his money in a way we can-
not endorse - his liberal contributions to the Gover-
nor's campaign fund in an indirect way, as appears
below; hig policy of placing large paid political ad-
vertisements in the press, und, a8 Senator Wagner de-
seribes it, getiing “first mortgages on public officials” are to
us but expressions of Nr, Perking's Prussianism, As Sena-
tor Sage saud, *“The entire state believes that Mr, Per-
kins's ideu 18 that he can buy anything he chooses;
that he can buy me, you or anybody; that money is every-
thing, The reason for the hostility to Mr Perkins is, 1
think, right there—the people do not believe in that thing,
{n business or politics,’

According to the American Political Science Review,
August, 197, Mr. Whitman's nomination for Governor
in 1916 is unique. Om paper his personal expense for
securing the nomination was nil.  As o mater of faot,
# White Book, reviewing his accomplishments, was is-
sued early in the fjl before the primaries I'his was
usedd as a caumpaign document It was sent 1o aboul o
million people, and the postage alone 15 said 1o have
cost. 20,000,  Mr, George W, Perkins spent $45,542 on
Whitman's election, and he was but one contributor,
As one legislator said, *“I'he primary campaign is a seramble
between those whose friends can put up most money,
with the richest in the lead.”

The actual figures filed as the personal expense of the

to the problems of proeduction and distribution of
food is a serious handicap, and he rightly says he
has none, the vast fund of misinformation he pos-
sesses i a calamity, and would certainly be preju-
dicinl to his case if one were considering his appoint-
ment on a business basis, At the present moment
the business on hand is the most serious in which
this country has ever engaged. It is strictly a busi-
ness proposition. Is r. Perkins the best man
there is to put at the head of this Commission?
We think not, .
Mr, Perkins's point of view and the farmers
oint of view are so diametrically opposed, and Mr.
erkins's ignorance of the problems confronting
the farmer is so appalling, that we fecl that the
appointment of Mr. Perkins to the Presidency of a
commission whose main reason for existence is to
stimulate, control and regulate the production of
food would be little short of disastrous. If we have
not the confidence of the producers, or if we appoint a
man who is antagonistic, or whom they believe to be
antagonistic to them, the whole structure falls. We feel
we are not only doing the State a service, but also Mr.
Perkins, in asking him in all serlousness to withdraw his
name. Mr, Perkins, allow for once that the farmer’s
judgment is right when he tells you that you are
not the one for the place, that your presence on the
commission will discourage production, and we
need now to do all we can to encourage it.
MR. PERKINS PROPOSES MONOPOLY.

Mr. Perkins said at Batavia, N. Y., September 22d,
that he believes that the best way to distribute food,
and especially milk, in New York City, is by means
of a privately owned monopoly, under State regu-
lation. .

Mr. Perkins owna millions of dollars, and is inter-
ested in and controls much more, he has ample capital.
We do not believe it to be for the best interest of the
State to allow Mr, Perkins to use this money to form
a food monopoly, no matter how well regulated il
be by the State, But we ask —Is this why Mr. Perkins
is working so hard and spending thousands of dollars
to get this nrpnintment‘f

The people of the State of New York expend about
two billion dollars a year for food. Do the people want
a monopoly to control it? Do they want Mr Perkins to
own the monopoly?

Are we dealing with an altruistic mind, or are we
gtill meeting the same business spirit which worked
women 12 hours a day and 12 hours at night to make
monex? I we are o sacrifice life to get cheap food,
what better off are we? ;

Mr. Perking emphasizes that he would have it
State regulated, We understand, Mr. Perkins, that
as head of the Harvester Trust you did not hesitate
to violate the Federal Sherman Anti-Trust law in
operating the D). M. Oshorne plant at Auburn, N. Y., for
two years as an independent concern, although it belonged
to the Harvester Trust all the time.

=W

The more we know of Mr. Perkina's career in the manage.
ment of the Harvester Trust, the more justified do we feel
in oppoaing his appointment to an office of great publie trust.

Mr, Perkins organized the Harvester Trust, und is justly proud
of it, 1t dominates the manulaeture of furm tools, We understand
Mr. Perkins is still uctively interested init. The farmers conslder
it unwise to have n man who is interested in the Harvester
Trust as President of 1 Commission whose duty it is Lo in-
vestigate, supervise, control and license all other manufac-
turers of farm imploments in this State, while he and his
own Harvester Trust would be uncontrolled.

Mr. Perkins savs thut President Wilson has eslled men to his
Advisory Boards who are connected with the Harvester Trust.
We belleve that this is proper. The Harvestpr Trust should be
represented, and we are glad that President Wilson has used these
men in an advisory capacity, but we have not heard that he has
proposed to put them in charge of the manufacture of farm machinery
or as ndministrators of & law in regard to same,

WHO WANTS MR. PERKINS?

Senator (Mtinger comes out frunkly and says just what the
farmaors belleve—*'"No one wants Mr. Perkins but the Governor,'*
And the furmers further beliecve that he is corract when he states
thut “sentiment hns been manufuctured for this man (Mr, Perking)
in s indecent manner, in & way that is insinuating, in a way that
custs an _wspersion upon every self-respecting institution in the state
of New York; in 8 way that attempts to intimidate the legislators
snd make cowards of évery Senator.”

Almost every farmers' organization in the State s op-
posed, It is true, there are a few orgunizations which say they
are farmers who have passed resolutions to the contrary, but tha
men who aro making a living from the land, the rank and file who
wre to produce the food to win the war, sre distrust{ul of the whole
propagands, We {eel there s something which is not on *he sur{sce.

The fuct thut Mr, Perkins hus made large contributions to Mr.
Whitman's cumpaign fund, and the statement made by Lisutenant
Governor Schoneck to four of us one night at the Ten Eyek, Albany,
when he wan advising us to withdraw our opposition to the Food Bill
and let it go through, and westated that i' passed It would put My,
Perkins in power, he snid [ would —~*'that the Governor was ¢om -
mitted to Mr. Perkins,'" and “'that it was Mr. Perkins and the
bill or no bill."  He told us it could prebably be arranged for us to
uwrrange with the Governor for the furmers to name two of the com-
migsioners | the Governor named his man,  Our answer was that in
Wentern New York when we alaug htered a beast the tallow and hide
went with the carcams,

Furt! crmore when | went to the Governor before the passage
of the bill to state that the farmers wers oppossid to the sppoint-
ment of Mr, Perkins he told me “he knew who 1| was." “"He knew
whao } represented,” and further he considered Mr., Perkins to be
the best qualified man there was for the appointment and it wans
not my business as to who was appointed, that it was his business
and thet if 1 thought 1 eould come sud tell him who should be ap-
pointed 1 was mistaken,

Now, Mr. Perking, tell us frankly who does want you,
and why?! If you are appointed the farmers will feel more
convinced than ever thal it was your money and not your
record that sccured it, and do you not think that after goln
through thia experience in Albany the farmers may well ag
you, Why is the Governor so insislent on your appointment’
And ought they not to oppose you until they have a satin-
factory unswer’ that is, provided we live under a ropresenti.
tive government, as weo beliove we do,

SAMUEL FRASER,

Chairman Central Committes
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